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information,  reoj  published  for  general 

e M.  G.  MONANI, 

Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Gujarat 
Legal  Department, 


( First  published,  after  having  received  the  assent  of  the  President  • n, 

-Gujarat  Government  Gazette *»  on  the  6th  December  1961  the 

An  Act  to  abolish  Patel  Watans  prevailing  in  the  State  rw  , 

to  provide  for  matters  consequential  and  incidental  thereto,  Jara'i  and 

f It  « hereby  enacted  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of  the  Republic  of  I,  dk  ,,, 

Act'  1M1™8  AC‘  m“y  b°  °ai'c*d  tho  PMoI  Watans  Abolition  ,u  . 

’ 'l  t Short  title, 

(2)  It  f n 1 1,,-.  „j.  ,t  _ extent  and 

it,  biuna  to  tne  whole  of  the  State  of  Gujarat, 


couinwnew 
meet. 


IY-Extra— 66  /Mono) 


t.-OV'- 


O |*i 

4 | -j 

is  Act,  unit 

iss  the  context  other? 

nse  req 

mros  — 

(1)  ' 

(point  -d  da' 

y”  means  the  date  o 

n Vv’hicl 

i this  Act  comes  i 

force  ; 

(2)  ‘ 

“an 

ithorised  he 

dder”  means  a person 

in  who 

m the  ownership  c 

watan 

lan 

(i , v ah  cl  ly  a J 

.ienated  permanently 

by  clio 

v/atandar,  whether 

sale,  g 

ift 

or  otherwii 

se  under  the  existing 

watan 

law,  vests  ; 

(3)  ‘ 

‘Code”  means 

(i)  in  tho  Bombay  and  Saurashtra  areas  of  the  State  of  Gujarat, 
the  Bombay  Land  Revenue  Code,  1879,  and 

(it)  in  the  Kuteh  area  of  the  State  of  Gujarat  the  Bombay  Land 
Revenue  Code,  1879,  as  extended  to  that  area  ; 

(4)  “Collector”  includes  an  officer  appoi  nted  by  the  State  Government 
to  perform  the  functions  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Collector  under 
this  Act ; 

(5)  “commutation  settlement”  means  a settlement,  made  or  confirmed 
under  the  law  applicable  to  a patel  watan,  relieving  the  holder,  his  heirs 
and  successors  of  the  liability  to  per  form  the  services  appertaining  to  the 
patel  watan  ; 

• (g)  “existing  watan  law”  includes  any  enactment,  ordinance,  rule,  bye- 
law, regulation,  order,  notification  or  any  other  instrument  having  the 
force  of  law  relating  to  a patel  watan  and  in  force  immediately  before  the 
appointed  day  ; 

(7)  “hereditary patelship’  means  every  village  office  of  a revenue  or 
police  patel  held  hereditarily  under  tho  existing  watan  law  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  connected  with  the  administration  or  collection  of  the 
public  revenue  of  a village  or  with  the  village  police  or  with  the  settlement 
of  boundaries  or  other  matters  of  civil  administration  of  a village  and  includes 
such  office  even  where  the  services  originally  appertaining  to  it  have  ceased 
to  be  demanded  ; 


vestin'*  in  a marauar  i»muj  »s  ou™  uuuvs  mo  cAistmg  «■<« »n  law' 
(.9)  “ matadar’  ’ means  a member  of  a matadar  family  whose  name  is  entereu 
as  a matadar  or  representative  matadar  in  the  register  kept  under  tho  exist- 
inv  watan  law  ; 

(10)  “matadar  family”  means  a family  to  which  the  ofneo  of  village  patel 
or  some  share  in  the  discharge  of  duties  or  in  the  exercise  of  powers  apper- 
taining to  that  office  belongs  hereditarily  ; 

(IJ)B“patel  watan”  means  a watan  held  under  the  existing  watan  law 
for  th<'  performance  of  duties  appertaining  to  the  hereditary  patelship, 
whether  any  commutation  settlement  in  respect  of  such  patel  watan  has 

< »r  lias  not  been  affected  ; _ 

(12)  “prescribed”  means  prescribed  by  rules  made  under  tins  Act ; 

(13)  “tenancy  law”  means  — 

/g\  |n  Bombay  area  oi  the  State  of  Gujarat,  the  Bombay  ro nancy 

and  Asricultural  Lands  Act,  1948  and 


Bom. 

V of 
1870, 

Bon : 

V of 
1879. 


Born, 

LX’ 

II  of 
1948, 
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£gX  mdA^lV'Sfit,  "*,SU  •;»•'»<#  C-.BM,  the  Bombay  Ton-mco 
:m.  ' d*Laut*b  ( ' idarbha  Region  and  Kuteh  Area)  Act,  195^. 

wi{vW  ™il‘t!?”S6Cl  Voider”  means  a person  in  possession  of  a watan  Rnrl 
ZTT  fy  "f-orimaer  a.  lease,  m mtgage,  sale,  gift  or  any  otb t 
transfer  thereof,  which  is  null  and  void  under  thf  ! ° 

; (IS)  'watan’'  means  watan  property,  if  anv  *nrotiB  ' 'M'  * 

i0)rmt«ry  °ffiCe  and  tlie  rigMs  and  privileges  attached  toft  ^ 

( -6)  "watandar”  means  a person  having  hereditary  , * 

watan  under  the  existing  watan  law  and  includes  ‘ a 'matedi!* 
representative  watandar  : a matadar  and  a 

“ f "*>**  or 

™tamU„,  th.  whole  of  SMi  body ‘shall  be  d^medCLtttotrf 

112  l‘Wafn  knd”  the  land  forming  part  of  the  watan  property  • 

(18)  watan  property”  means  the  movable  or  immovable  r;,rnnCTf  h iV 

SSTtS  Sirs  t 

or  perquisites  m money  or  in  kind  whether  it  !■  ' customary  fees 
and  also  includes  cash  payments  in  ad^knlo 

made  voluntarily  by  the  State  Cm-  u:  ong)nal  watan  property 

■ edification  or  withdrawal^ ; * and  subiect  Periodically  to 

(70) 1 words  and  expressions  used  but  not  defined  in  thk  if  , „ 
have  the  meanings  assigned  to  them  in  the  Code!  Act  8ha11 

8.  ( 1 ) If  any  question  arises  — 

Powers  of 

(a)  whether  any  land  is  watan  land,  to  Se 

(0)  whether  any  person  is  a watandar  certain 

. watandar,  aranoar,  matadar  or  representative  questions 

(c)  whether  any  person  is  an  unauthorised  holder  or  authorised  1 1 1 ^ 

(d)  whether  any  grant  is  a patel  watan  and  if  so  f }loJder> 

of  soil  or  grant  of  exemption  from  payment  of  knd  ~ther  ^ 18  a grant 
of  land  revenue  only,  pajment  ot  land  revenue  or  a grant 

£Z  ZttTo7n>  - - 

“ <—  *» **• 

Lne  decision  of  the  Collector,  subiect  to  an  anT»oi  1 , 

and  the  decision  of  the  State  Government  in  V ‘ under  sub-section 
shall  be  Jinae  ' Government  in  appeal  under  sub-section  (d) 


3SI 

ettle 
3 exi 


si ofc  withstanding  anv  n <?a &&  ^ , , . 

nt.  < OI,  anythjng  contained  in 


1 1 1 0 


” ”der  cw,rt 
01  ana  trom  the  appointed  day,— 


d ait 


> ■ el  wntans 


shaii 


■ e and  are  hereby  abolished 


Abolition 

of  Patel 

watans 

together 

with 

incidents 

thereof. 


Resumption 
of  pertain 
land  by 
levy  of 
assessment. 


Regrant  of 
wat an  land 
to  holders 
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(iv)  subject  to  tlie  provisions  oi  sections  0,  i and  JO  a v - -t r ~ i.  i i f i 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  resumed  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  oi 
land  revenue  under  the  provisions  of  the  Code  and  the  rules  made  there- 
under as  if  it  were  an  un  alienated  land  : 


Provided  that  such  resumption  sh;  U not  affect  the  validity  of  any  aliena- 
tion. of  such  wat-; o .1  find  mode  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  watan  law  or  oi  the-  righ  ts  of  an  alienee  thereof  or  any  person  claim- 
ing under  or  through  him. 

5.  (1)  in.  the  ca.se  of  we  an  land  which  is  not  a grant  of  soil  and  is  held 
subject  to  a total  or  partial  exemption  from  payment  of  land  revenue  thereof, 

(£)  the  resumption  under  clause  (iv)  of  section  4 shall  be  by  levy  of 
full  assessment  on  the  said  land  in  accordance  with  the  Code  and  the  rules 
made  thereunder,  and 

(ii)  the  holder  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  occupant  of  the  land  and  be 
primarily  liable  to  pay  land  revenue  to  the  State  Government  in  respect 
thereof  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Code  and  the  rules  mode 
thereunder  ; and  all  the  provision®  of  t lie  Code  and  the  said  rules,  relating 
to  unalienated  land  shall  apply  to  the  said  land. 

(2)  In  this  section,  “ holder  ” means  the  watandar  or  as  the  case  may 
be,  the  authorised  holder,  holding  the  said  land. 

6.  (1)  Wa.ta.tt  land,  to  which  the  provisions  of  section  5 do  not  apply 
shall , in  cases  not  falling  under  section  7 or  section  JO  be  regranted  to  the 
watandar  of  the  watan  to  which  it  appertained  on  payment,  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  watandar  to  the  State!  Government  of  the  occupancy  price  equal 
to  six.  times  the  amount  of  the  full  assessment  of  such  land  within  the 
prescribed  period  and  iu  the  prescribed  manner  and  the  watandar  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  occupant  within  the  meaning  of  the  Code  in  respect  of  such 
land  and  shall  primarily  be  liable  to  pay  land  revenue  to  the  State  Govern- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Code  and  the  rules  made 
thereunder  ; and  ail  the  provisions  of  the  Code  and  the  said  rules  relating 
to  unalienated  land  shall  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  apply  to 
the  said  land  : 


Provided  that  in  respect  oi  watai 
the  existing  watan  law  tor  reimmeri 
pancy  price  equal  to  three  times  the 
land  shall  be  paid  by  or  on  behalf  o 
land. 


>.  land  which  was  not  assigned  under 
tlion  of  hereditary  patelship  an  occu- 
amovmt  of  the  full,  assessment  of  such 
’ the  watandar  for  the  regrant  of  such 


Regrant  of 
watan  land 
to  authori- 
sed holders. 
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the  occupancy  of  the  land  regranted  under  sub-section  (it  dial!  not 
. ilom^1(r  or  P^tible  by  metes  and-  hounds  without  the  previous  sane- 
Colleot,or  and  except  or;  payment  of  such  amount  as  the  Btaie 
Hinment  may  by  general  or  special  order  determine. 

, . facan  land  ot^ier  than  land  to  which  the  provisions  of  section  5 
jVPA’  he.u  bv  an  authorised  holder  shall  be  regranted  to  him  on  payment 
by  him  or  on  his  behalf  to  the  State  Government  of  the  occupancy  price 
1 * f ™n®a  ,n  :Sectlon  6 an<^  subject  to  the  like  conditions  and  consequences  * 
and  all  the  provisions  of  section  6 shall  apply  mutatis  mutandis  in  relation 
to  the  regrant  of  the  land  under  this  section  to  the  authorised  holder  as 
ii  he  were  the  watandar. 

provision  of  law,  usage  or  practice  relating  to  the  succession  to  Special  rule 
patel  }vatan  whereby  contrary  to  the  personal  law  governing  the  parties  of  suooeB8io» 
the  rule  of  primogeniture  was  followed  and  the  female  heirs  were  postponed  tobevoid- 

cease  to  bfin  fLe?irS’  Sh&11’  ^ fr°m  th°  appointed  daX’  be  ™id  and 

If  an}-  Tat,ai,1  !an?  has  b®e!x  Awfully loased  and  such  lease  is  subsisting  Application 
n the  appointed  day  the  provisions  of  the  tenancy  law  shall  apply  to  the  of  tenan°y 
fMd  80  and  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the  holder  of  such  land,  and  his  law' 
o nu,nx.  or  tenants  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  be  governed 
by  the  provisions  of  the  said  law. 


shall 


Explanation.-—. For  the  purpose  of  this  section  the  expression  “land* 
have  the  same  meaning  as  assigned  to  it  in  the  tenancy  law. 

10  (1)  Where  any  watan  land  is  in  the  possession  of  an  unauthorised  Eviction  of 

holuor  he  shall  be  summarily  evicted  therefrom  by  the  Collector  in  accordance  S“se<i 
a ith  the  provisions  of  the  Code  ; holder  and 

regrant  or 

TJ  , disposal  of 

, ' rt’vldod  ™at  if  the  State  Government  is  of  opinion  that  in  view  of  the !and’ 
m\  estment  made  by  such  holder  in  the  development  of  the  land  or  in  the 
non-agncultural  use  of  the  land  or  otherwise,  his  eviction  will  cause  undue 
hardship  to  him,  it  may  direct  the  Collector  to  regrant  the  land  to  such 
holder  on  payment  of  such  amount  and  subject,  to  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  the  State  Government  may  determine  and  the  Collector  shall  regrant  the 
land  accordingly.  ° 

(2)  Watan  land  unless  regranted  under  sub-section  (I)  shall  be  disposed 
ot  m accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Code  and  rules  made  thereunder 
applicable  to  the  disposal  of  unoccupied  unalienated  land. 


11.  A watandar  shall,  for  the  abolition  of  all  his  rights  in  the  watan  be 
entitled  to  compensation  equal  to  the  aggregate  of  the  amounts  calculated 
m the  manner  provided  in  the  following  clauses  («),(£), (c)  and  (d)  namely 

(a)  where  the  assessment  or  a portion  of  the  assessment  of  the  watan 
land  was  assigned  under  the  existing  watan  law  towards  the  emoluments 

tlte  watandar,  seven  times  the  amounts  of  the  assessment  or  portion  there- 
of, so  assigned  ; 

(b)  seven  times  the  amount  of  the  annual  cash  allowance  or  other 
annual  payment  of  money  (not  being  the  rent  of  land  under  airy  existing 
waran  law)  made  by  the  State  Government  to  the  watandar  under 
existing 


Compensa- 
tion ' to 
watandar. 
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(c)  where  the  watan  property  consists  of  a grant  of  the  whole  or  part 
of  land  revenue  of  any  land,  seven  times  the  amount  of  the  land  revenue 
paid  or  payable  to  the  watandar  in  the  year  immediately  preceding  the 

appointed  day  ; 

( d ) three  times  the  cash  value  determined  in  the  preset  " I manner 
of  the  average  of  the  customary  fees  or  perquisites,  in  money  or  in  kind 
levied  or  leviable  by  the  watandar  under  the  existing  watan  law  during 
the  three  years  immediately  preceding  the  appointed  day. 


Method  of 
awarding 
ecsmpeix- 
Batton, 


12.  (!)  (i)  Any  watandar  entitled  to  compensation  under  section  11, 

and 

(ii)  any  person  aggrieved  by  the  abolition,  extinguishment  or  modifi- 
cation by  or  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  of  any  of  his  rights  to  or  interest 
in  any  property,  if  compensation  in  respect  thereof  be  not  provided  in 
this  Act, 

may  within  the  proscribed  period  make  an  application  for  compensation 
in  the  prescribed  form  to  the  Collector, 


(2)  The  Collector  shall,  alter  holding  a formal  inquiry  in  the  manner  provided 

by  the  Code,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  li  where  applicable  make 
an  award  determining  the  compensation  in  the  manner  and  according  to 
the  method  provided  for  in  sub-section  {/)  of  section  23  and  section  24  of 
the  Land  Acquisition  Act,  1894.  j8°* 

(3)  (i)  Where  the  officer  making  an  award  under  sub-section  (2)  is  not  a 
Collector  appointed  under  the  Code  and  the  amount  of  such  award  exceeds 
five  thousand  rupees,  the  award  shall  not  he  made  without  the  previous 
approval  of  the  Collector  appointed  under  the  Code. 

(ii)  Every  award  under  sub-section  (2)  shall  be  in  the  form  prescribed  I of 
in  section  26  of  the  Land  Acquisition  Act,  1894. 

(4)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  entitle  a person  to  compensation  on  the 
ground  that  any  watan  land  which  was  wholly  or  partially  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  land  revenue  has  been  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  made 
subject  to  the  payment  of  full  assessment  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Code. 


Appeal 


Colic 

ctor's 


before 

Revenue 


13.  An  appeal  shall  lie  against  an  award  of  the  Collector  to  the  Gujarat  Bom. 
Revenue  Tribunal  constituted  under  the  Bombay  Revenue  Tribunal  Act,  1957  XXX 
notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  said  Act.  • 1£)gg 


14.  (1)  The  Gujarat  .Revenue  Tribunal  shall  after  giving  notice  to 
the  parties  decide  the  appeal  and  record  its  decision. 

(2)  Tn  deciding  an  appeal  under  this  Act  the  Gujarat  Revenue  Tv 
shall  exercise  all  the  powers  which  a Court  has  and  shall  follow  the 
procedure  which  a Court  follows  in  deciding  appeals  from  a decree  or 
of  an  original  court  under  the  Code  of 'Civil  Procedure,  1908. 

15,  Every  appeal  made  under  this  Act  to  the  Gujarat  Revenue  Tril 
shall  be  filed  within  a period  of  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the 
the  Collector.  The  provisions  of  sections  4,  6,  12  and  14.  of  tl 
Limitation  Act,  1908,  shall  apply  to  the  filing  of  such  appeal. 


both 


ran 


V of 
1 K*8. 


Dima  i 
,rd  of 


Limitation, 


EX . 
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th“E  contained  in  the  Bombay  Court-fe-*  court , 0£ 
1 « i ppea±  “ade unaer  tins  Act  to  the  Gujarat  Revenue  Tri- 

...  ■ - a court-fee  stamp  ol  such  value  as  may  be  prescribed, 

iWti«Tri£l  ^dthedSOT  f«b^Ct  t0.an  t0  the  Finality 

n anneal  shall  be  -i  tl1i6  Gujarat  Revenue  Tribunal  of  *ward 

■ f1  ' si  a]1  ..  n\lal  aju  conclusive  and  shall  not  be  questioned  in  nr“  ,lF  i* 
shi»  or  proceeding  in  any  Court,  questioned  m 


19. 


YTTr  ,,  — A‘!  inquiries  and  proceedings  before  the  Collector  and  +k,  n • 

Revenue  Tribunal  under  this!  0Ci>  x.  i - • voueetoi  ana  the  Gujarat  Inquiries 

,Jn  v,  ithin  the  me  win*  cFseePon-  defmec* to  be  judicial  proceedings  ?nd  Proo«ed* 

IS60.  we  me  aning  of  sections  193,  219  and  228  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code, 

proceedings. 


paya 

horn 


The  amount  of  compensation  payable  under  this  Act  shall 

(/)  if  such  amount  does  not  exceed  Rs,  1,000  be  payable  in  cash  and 
(3)  ii  such  amount  exceeds  runees  1 non  „ e„w.  A-  n..  , . of  compe* 


Mode  of 
payment 

<*>, f in00CBlb,af  »o«“* 

yablo  m cam  and  the  remaining  amount  mall  be  payable  n trantfmMe  “““ 
b which  shall  carry  interest  at  the  rate  of  three  wreent  !!.  bJ° 
from  the  date  of  issue  and  be  repayable  in  twentv  vo  -r--  f ' P4 ^ annum 
date  by  equated  annual  instalments  of  principal  and  iitews*0  Th^I  “?* 

**“  b°  0f  SMt  -<>  nfsuchCm^t  as 

«•  •«  7t  r® - 

any  of  ,ta  officers  not  below  the  root  of  CoS ^ under  t’hf  r^  IE 
or  »oy  of  the  powers  conferred  on  it  by  t!  Is  Act.  " 1 Code'  “ 

SUOh  "‘l6S  *<“  *»%  »«'  Polished  uft°he  oJe« 


22.  Nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall  affect— 

(i)  any  obligations  or  liability  already  incurred  under  „„  • • i , „ 

a patel  watan  before  the  appointed  Sy  or  lncident  of 

(n)  any  proceeding  or  remedy  in  respect  of  t uoh  obligation  or  liability 
a ul  any  such  proceeding  may  be  continued  or  any  such  remedv  „„v  * 

enforced  as  if  tins  Act  had  not  been  passed.  ‘ ^ maX  be 


Savings, 


-MNTEB  AT  THE  COTEBKMEKT  FBI S^TSTopI 


